                                   TESTING OPTIONS


                        TESTING  is required for all 4th - 12th graders

Testing Option 1: (Best for 4th - 8th grade, but any grade may participate):   Sign up for testing with the local Homeschool Support Group.  It is usually available for K - 12th graders. This test is usually held in April with special assistance for younger children. The cost is approximately $30 per student. You must register by their deadline. Include your child's full name, address and grade level.
Testing Option 2 :(Best for 9th - 12th graders):   Attend an ACT, PSAT or SAT test held at any local public school. This is only available for 9th - 12th graders.  Public schools act as vendors that "house" these tests for the ACT and SAT companies.  Anyone can call any location and ask when the next one will be held, and take part in the testing.  You may also register on my web site Use our school code #101-618 reflecting you are a private school student with Family Tree Private School.  The cost is from $10 - $25. 

Testing Option 3:  All grade levels - Contact a local private school in your area where the CAT (California Achievement Test) or some other test is scheduled to be held at the end of their school year, and inquire as to how your child can participate.  Again, use Family Tree Private School code of #101-618 where appropriate. You may also visit www.aceministries.com for Stanford Testing and locations.

Testing Option 4: (Best for 3rd -6th graders):   Any tutoring center in the Yellow Pages or a certified teacher can do a screening test and/or portfolio review of basic skills.  It is not as thorough as a standardized test, but it will suffice for the required annual testing. The cost is approximately $30.  
Testing Option 5: (Best for disabled students for whom this is appropriate)  ESE (Exceptional Student Education) Testing is important to help decide program changes.  An assessment from a physician, therapist or other professional as to life/health skills and ability levels for functioning can be obtained in the form of a test, a written narrative report or portfolio.  This information will apply to children for who academic screening is not appropriate.
It is important for the GPA on the Transcript to reflect achievement on tests for transcripts to be taken seriously. You don’t want a 4.0 GPA with performance on a standardized test at the 15th percentile, for example. If necessary, grades can have asterisks (*) next to them, indicating that grades are based upon work performed below the indicated grade placement, implying that a student is working at his or her own individualized functioning level.    Students should test at or above the 50th percentile on a standardized test to receive a Standard High School Diploma. 
Your assessor may use can use any test as long as it is for basic skills achievement for Math and Reading primarily.                                                                          09.08
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